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will be a very special day, and | applaud those
working hard to keep Elie’s ideals and goals
instilled in their minds and hearts.

——————

IN HONOR OF TOM ADAMS’ FORTY
YEARS OF TEACHING AT ST.
MARK’S SCHOOL OF TEXAS

HON. PETE SESSIONS

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor a teaching legend at St. Mark’s School
of Texas. | am proud to represent St. Mark’s
in Congress. | am very familiar with the high
excellence of education that St. Mark’s pro-
vides to young men as my oldest son currently
attends St. Mark’s, and one of my staffers is
also an alumnus of the school.

St. Mark’s would not be nearly as success-
ful an institution if it weren’t for the scholarly
teaching of Thomas S. Adams. Tom Adams is
celebrating his 40th year of teaching at St.
Mark’s, and | honor him for his four decades
of service to the school and the countless
young men that have benefited from his teach-
ing and insight.

Tom Adams currently serves as the Cecll
and Ida Green Master Teaching Chair in His-
tory. He has held this position since 1980, and
he has served as the Senior Master of the fac-
ulty from 1997-2002. Tom currently teaches
U.S. History, Art History, and Modern World
History.

In addition to his distinguished teaching in
the classroom, Tom has coached the St.
Mark’s baseball team to twelve Southwest
Preparatory Conference (SPC) Champion-
ships. In addition to his success with the base-
ball team, Coach Adams led the St. Mark’s
basketball team to six SPC Championships.

Tom Adams was appointed to the St. Mark’s
faculty on July 1, 1961 after receiving his B.A.
from Princeton University and his M.A. from
Harvard University. Adams is a lasting icon at
St. Mark’s, and | admire him for continuing to
teach even after reaching his 40-year mile-
stone. | wish Tom Adams, and the St. Mark’s
community all the best.

———

LEGISLATION TO MAKE BONUS DE-
PRECIATION A PERMANENT
PART OF OUR TAX CODE

HON. JERRY WELLER

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, today, Con-
gressmen NEAL, UPTON, ENGLISH, TIAHRT and
| have introduced legislation to make bonus
depreciation a permanent part of our tax code.
| appreciate the opportunity to make a state-
ment on this important legislation.

As you know, the issue of bonus deprecia-
tion has been an important one over the past
2 years. On March 9, 2002, President Bush
signed the Job Creation and Worker Assist-
ance Act of 2002 into law. This law allows
businesses to accelerate the depreciation of
equipment they purchase between September
11, 2001 and December 31, 2004. All equip-
ment with a depreciable life of 20 years and
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under qualifies for the bonus depreciation
treatment. Originally they were entitled to get
a bonus of 30 percent in the first year. Before
this law, a $1000 computer would be depre-
ciated equally over 5 years. $200 each year.
With this change, businesses get $175 in the
first year, plus a 30 percent bonus. So, they
depreciate $475 in the first year and the re-
maining $520 over the next 4 years ($175
each year for 4 years).

H.R. 2, the 2003 tax cut law, included a pro-
vision to increase bonus depreciation to 50
percent through December 31, 2004. This pro-
vision became law in June 2003. This has
helped stimulate the economy and create new
jobs for Americans that are out of work.

Just today, the U.S. Department of Labor
released statistics that prove that bonus de-
preciation and other tax cuts are working.
Bonus depreciation is helping to bring jobs
back to the U.S. economy and put American
workers back to work. The Labor Department
announcement indicates that the U.S. econ-
omy created 308,000 new jobs in March, this
is the fastest monthly job growth since April
2000. The latest data show that more than
500,000 new jobs have been created in the
first three months of 2004.

In another example, the General Aviation
Manufacturers Association recently told me
that in the first 5 months after enactment of
the bonus depreciation provision sales of gen-
eral aviation airplanes increased 45 percent.

Mr. Speaker, bonus depreciation and the
other tax cuts are working. Our economy is re-
bounding. We need to make bonus deprecia-
tion and the other tax cuts permanent in our
tax code. When making business decisions,
companies need to know for sure that they
can rely on these tax provisions.

| ask my colleagues to join me in cospon-
soring this important legislation.

COMMENDING SEAN BUTLER

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
acknowledge the achievement of an out-
standing young man, Sean Butler. Through
hard work and dedication he has achieved his
goal, a goal that few young men have the
courage, dedication, and character to achieve.

Sean’s dedication has given him the title of
Eagle Scout within the Boy Scouts of America.
This program has long been recognized as a
program that builds strong minds upon sound
morals. Achieving an Eagle Scout status
shows that this young man has participated in
projects and activities that will help him be-
come a strong man in life. It has shown him
how to set reasonable and accomplishable
goals, a value that will put him considerably
ahead of his peers.

The Boy Scouts of America is a great build-
ing block for our youth and it is quite an
achievement, with so many other activities
available, for young men to receive their Eagle
Scout Award. It is my hope that he will hold
this award as a special honor; to always re-
member the principles and teachings he has
learned, and to use this award as a tool in his
future.
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THE GREATER TEXARKANA
PEOPLES’ CLINIC

HON. MIKE ROSS

OF ARKANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | congratulate The Greater Tex-
arkana Peoples’ Clinic on its grand opening.
The clinic, whose motto is Good Health for All,
was established to provide free, quality health
care to qualifying residents in the greater Tex-
arkana area, which includes Miller (Arkansas)
and Bowie (Texas) Counties, who do not have
access to basic medical services. The First
United Methodist Church at 401 N. Stateline,
Texarkana, Texas has offered its facilities as
a site for the clinic.

Statistics from the Kaiser Family Foundation
indicate that sixteen percent of Arkansans are
uninsured and twenty-five percent of Texans
are uninsured. In The Greater Texarkana Peo-
ples’ Clinic’s medical service area, forty-one
percent of their service area population is un-
insured. Instead of waiting for a government
fix, the people saw a need and set about solv-
ing that need. Thanks in part to Chaplain Jim
Rowland, president of the Greater Texarkana
Ministerial Alliance, Dr. Tim Reynolds, medical
director, and Dr. D. Jack Smith, clinic board
member, a non-judgmental, compassionate
environment in which to serve those individ-
uals and families largely rejected by main-
stream society has been created. The Greater
Texarkana Peoples’ Clinic is truly the result of
a collaborative community effort. Medical pro-
fessionals throughout the Texarkana area
along with numerous volunteers are gener-
ously giving their expertise, time and financial
support to make this initiative an over-
whelming success.

| join with the leadership of Texarkana, Ar-
kansas and Texarkana, Texas in thanking and
congratulating all that were involved in bring-
ing The Greater Texarkana Peoples’ Clinic to
a reality. The clinic and its services will prove
to be an asset for years to come.

———

HONORING NATALIE STERN, 2004
CHERRY BLOSSOM PRINCESS

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 2, 2004

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
pleasure that | rise to recognize Ms. Natalie
Stern, who will be representing New Jersey as
our princess in the 2004 Cherry Blossom Prin-
cess Program.

Since 1948, state societies have selected
accomplished female students to represent
their states in the Cherry Blossom Princess
Program. During the week-long program, the
princesses participate in a number of events
that provide them with an opportunity to share
the culture and unique traditions of their state.
The program culminates with a princess being
crowned as the United States Cherry Blossom
Queen, who will travel to Japan as a rep-
resentative of the United States. During her
two weeks in Japan, the U.S. Cherry Blossom
Queen participates in events across the coun-
try and meets with Japanese dignitaries.
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